Dear RPS members,

It has been a busy spring for the society. Those who attended the 2007 USCAP meeting in San Diego and the 30th year RPS celebration will find pictures from Fred Silva’s reception at the USCAP website <http://www.uscap.org/>http://www.uscap.org/
More pictures by Fred and Steve Bonsib, 2007 RPS president and chair of the celebration committee will be uploaded on the RPS website soon by our communication committee chair Suzanne Meleg-Smith. Under membership –RPS 30 year History/origins of RPS, meet the founder members and reflect on the way we were, are and plan on going on into the future. <http://www.renalpathsoc.org/>http://www.renalpathsoc.org/

During the RPS dinner in San Diego, the winners of this year’s awards were announced.
The 2007 Jacob Churg Award was awarded to Seymour Rosen, Professor of pathology at Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center, Harvard Medical School. The award honors individuals who have made major contributions to the field of nephropathology.

The Lilliane Striker Young Investigator Award went to a young and aspiring Dutchman, Joris J. Roelofs.

The KUFA grants committee chaired by Terry Cook, awarded 2 grants this year. The winners are:
Dr. Mark Haas, Johns Hopkins for a project entitled ‘Rejection versus accommodation of renal allografts exposed to anti-donor antibody: possible role of complement regulatory proteins’ and
Dr. Sanjay Jain, Washington University School of Medicine for a project entitled ‘Role of RET signaling in kidney health and disease’

Please join me in congratulating this year’s winners!

A few days ago, many of our members participated in another successful Banff meeting that was held in La Coruna, Spain. Power point presentations and pictures by Kim Solez can be found at: <http://homepage.mac.com/evocative1/LaCorunaBanff/PhotoAlbum226.html>http://homepage.mac.com/evocative1/LaCorunaBanff/PhotoAlbum226.html
As we proceed into the summer, there are two major tasks the RPS is working on.
1. The International Committee chair Surya Seshan and Steve Bonsib are working on bringing the RPS closer to international members. A registry of renal pathologists in various countries is prepared by Steve Bonsib. Please contribute names of friends and colleagues you know are active in various countries to Steve Bonsib <mailto:sbonsi@lsuhsc.edu>sbonsi@lsuhsc.edu
2. The program for the 4th RPS-KUFA satellite meeting in Istanbul is complete. Laura Barisoni, chair of the meeting has worked hard to make it a success. I have already received registration forms by some of you. If you have not registered yet, please do so by faxing or e-mailing me the attached form. The deadline is August 26th. Past this date you may register onsite.

Also, the pre-congress program and the slide seminar of the European Nephropathology Working Group at the 21st ECP Congress is now posted at: <http://www.ecp2007istanbul.org/pdf/nephropathology/programmeofsymposium.pdf>http://www.ecp2007istanbul.org/pdf/nephropathology/programmeofsymposium.pdf
<http://www.ecp2007istanbul.org/pdf/nephropathology/programmeofslideseminar.pdf>http://www.ecp2007istanbul.org/pdf/nephropathology/programmeofslideseminar.pdf 
Other news:
A call by Franco Ferrario for a vasculitis collaborative study is placed in the RPS website. For more details, go to <http://www.renalpathsoc.org/>http://www.renalpathsoc.org/ under Collaborative studies. Those interested in participating, please fill in the attached questionnaire and e-mail Franco at: <mailto:franco.ferrario@oscb.sined.net><mailto:franco.ferrario@oscb.sined.net>franco.ferrario@oscb.sined.net

RPS Membership dues
Please note: Requests for annual dues are no longer sent by snail mail. Dues are due January 1. An e-mail is sent out in the beginning of the year; a 2nd reminder was recently e-mailed.  Some of those in arrears have responded. If you have not done so, please fill in the attached form.

Also, please remember to update me or my new secretary Sherry Eagle (attached e-mail) if your contact information has changed. Sherry has done a great job in updating the RPS members’ files and I am delighted to have her on board.

With best wishes for a splendid summer,
Helen Liapis
RPS secretary treasurer

