Dear RPS members,

As 2008 comes to a close, I take the opportunity to update you on RPS related events held in 2008 and what’s in store for 2009. 

2008 was a busy and successful year for RPS.  Our president Mark Haas, the Board of Directors, and RPS members at large, carried out various tasks keeping the society active at national and international renal pathology and nephrology functions.  A partial list of the many who contributed includes: Terry Cook, the RPS representative to “big” ASN Program Committee 2008 (to be replaced by Agnes Fogo in 2009), Cynthia Nast and Steve Bonsib RPS to ASN Postgraduate Education and Board of Advisors respectively. [Maria Picken will replace Steve in 2009 (2011)]. Charles Alpers, Charles Jennette and Agnes Fogo served on the ASN glomerular disease advisory board (through 2011) and Laura Barisoni sits in the Clinical Science committee (2011). 
USCAP: Fred Silva is the secretary general and RPS members Guillermo Herrera, John Hicks, David Howell, Tibor Nadasdy and Volker Nickeleit were USCAP abstract reviewers in 2008. USCAP Ambassadors: Arthur Cohen, Lillian Gaber, Guillermo Herrera, Charles Jennette, Regina Verani and Maria Picken. ISN-COMGAN has a Renal Path Advisory Committee: Agnes Fogo is the chair and members: Alpers, Cohen, Cook, D'Agati, D'avila (Mexico), Furness (UK), Jennette, Kashgarian, Rennke and Weening (Netherlands). To the Kidney and Urology Foundation of America (KUFA), Surya Seshan is councilor and Maria Picken is member of the Medical Advisory Board of the National Kidney Foundation of Illinois, to mention but a few.
RPS members travelled long miles to teach renal pathology. Loraine Racusen, Laura Barisoni, Surya Seshan will be India soon for the Indian , Fred Silva travelled to Africa, Mark Haas, Ian Roberts, Charles Jennette and others lectured in Oxford, England and Luis Salinas Madrigal was in Iran for the Middle East Society for Organ Transplantation. The Lebanese Nephrology Society held their first renal pathology workshop in Beirut in October and the Spanish Nephrology Society held their annual meeting in Madrid in March; > half day renal pathology seminars were part of the program. 
In 2009 the RPS new president is Surya Seshan. Maria Picken will be our vice president. Surya has completed the committee rosters to serve the society during her presidency. Please take a look to find out who is doing what in 2009 and let us know if you'd like to volunteer in any RPS committee in 2010. Committees change every year.  If you would like to volunteer in the next cycle, please contact Dr. Maria Picken MPicken@lumc.edu
Membership
RPS continues to grow. We currently have 413 active members. 34 new members joined in 2008, 16 from USA and 18 from Europe, Asia, Canada and South America. The membership committee, chaired by Ingeborg Bajema for the last two years, worked hard to evaluate new member applications according to our bylaws.  A big THANK YOU goes to Ingeborg and her committee members for a job well done! 
WARM WELCOME to our new members approved at the ASN held business meeting in November: Vinita Agrawal, Mojgon Asgari, Manjula Balasubramanian, Marta Carrera Plans, Jean Gauthier, Montse Goma-Gallego, Swarnalata Gowrishankar, Hamis Heirani-Moghaddam, Leal Herlitz, Aarti Kalra, Hannah Krigman, Christopher Larsen, Alwin Hwai-Liang Loh, Denise Malheiros, Muhammed Mubarak, Behzad Najafian, Anne Raisenen-Sokolowski, Maria Pia Rastaldi, Azadeh Tabatabaei, Henry Votava, Li Juan Wang, Xiaotong "Tony" Wang, Edit Weber-Shrikan, Ibrahim Batal, Paula Blanco, Sergey Brodsky, Antien Mooyaart, and Yasemin Ozluk.

The RPS strives to bring its members news and updates on future Renal Pathology events around the world, educational materials, training opportunities, and new job openings. 
We are happy to announce that at least three major institutions in the US filled renal pathology positions through RPS advertising and our website postings. International members are actively recruited to serve on our committees and several are currently committee chairs (see attached roaster for 2009). Members are invited speakers for RPS sponsored sessions at the ASN, USCAP, and satellite meetings and are invited to submit applications for small grants funded by KUFA. We hope that we will be able to meet our new members personally in the coming years and new and seasoned RPS members will come forward to volunteer for RPS. 

Recent Events in 2008
October 12-17: Three half-day renal pathology symposia were held at the IAP in Athens, Greece, attended by more than 50 American, European, Japanese, South American and South African renal pathologists. The presentations were outstanding, the questions insightful, and our friendship dinner in the old city memorable.  It was a great opportunity for all to enjoy Greek food, meet old friends and make some new!
October 22: Yale University honored Dr. Kashgarian on his retirement with a day of farewell talks and festivities (program attached).  Dr Kashgarian's position is now held by Dr. Gilbert Moeckel who joined Yale's pathology department having been at Vanderbilt for several years.

November 4-9. RPS once again was a prominent participant at the annual ASN meeting held in Philadelphia.  Numerous RPS members gave talks, organized/moderated sessions, were discussants at clinicopathological conferences, or presented their research. This was the result of many RPS members' work that held posts in ASN committees (see above).  
Our business meeting at the ASN had a long agenda faithfully attended by more than 70 RPS members. During the business meeting the 3rd Pirani Travel award and a check of $1,500 was presented by the chair of the awards committee, Steve Bonsib, to the 2008 winner Antien Mooyaart.  We wish Antien a successful career in renal medicine.
The RPS reception which followed was crowded with our members who enjoyed the drinks and the company of colleagues (photos will be posted in our website soon).
November 17-21. The Middle East Society for Organ Transplantation had its 11th Congress in Shiraz, Iran. About 2000 people attended. There was a pre-congress course on the Pathology of Renal transplantation presented by Drs. Behzad Najafian, from the University of Minnesota, and Luis Salinas-Madrigal, from Saint Louis University. The pathology discussions were followed by clinical correlations by Dr. Bahar Bastani, also from Saint Louis University. The course was very well attended by 35 pathologists and nephrologists from Iran, Egypt, Tunisia, Algeria, Lebanon, Pakistan, Turkey, Syria. There were around 40 invited speakers at the meeting, with Dr, Thomas E. Starzl as the guest of honor. 
November
An amendment to the RPS bylaws was passed to include a new committee of the society's historian, chaired by Samy Iskandar.

December   
Our NEW RPS website is about ready; it will be launched January 1, 2009. Members will now be able to pay annual membership dues and fees for other events online! Online payments require that you login in using user name and password. The user name is your last name followed by first name initial (e.g., liapish). The password for the first time you login is cardinal.  After you log in you’ll be required to change your password to your preference. Please explore our new RPS website and give us your feedback. The rotating pictures are from my archive, but I invite you to also submit your artwork to be included in the feature.

Upcoming events in 2009
January:  A ballot will be e-mailed to elect our new councilor. Please take time to vote. Councilors ascend to RPS presidency.

February 18-21. The Cuban IAP Division meets in Havana. The program includes renal pathology with speakers from RPS membership (Eduardo Vasquez-Martul). The program (in Spanish) is attached.
March 8: We will meet in Boston at the USCAP.  The major RPS functions will follow the Companion meeting organized by Tibor Nadasdy and will be held Sunday March 8. Details will be e-mailed to you later in January.

April 15-17: A two day native kidney disease course in Mexico City, co-directed by Carmen Avila-Casado and Laura Barisoni will be held under the auspices of the Latin American Society of Nephrology and Hypertension (SLAHN) followed by the 6th RPS-KUFA satellite meeting chaired by Guillermo Herrera. Details of the final program will be e-mailed to you soon.
May 22-26: The WCN 2009 (World Congress of Nephrology) held in Milan, Italy, will host a 20-hour Renal Pathology continuing education course chaired by Charlie Alpers. http://www.wcn2009.org 

September 4-9: A joint satellite meeting of the RPS and the European Nephropathology Working Group will be held in conjunction with the European Congress of Pathology in Florence, Italy, organized by Michael Mihatch.
On behalf of the president and the Board of Directors, I wish to thank all members who gave their energy, time, and support to the society in 2008.

We look forward to another successful year!
Wishing you a joyous holiday season and the best for 2009,
Helen

Helen Liapis, M.D.

RPS secretary treasurer

PS: please note: the ornamental glomerulus in the greeting card is the work of Carrie Phillips from the Department of Pathology, Indiana University. Well done Carrie!
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